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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Tony Aeilts, Chief of Police 
756-2281 
Sgt. Robert Eckrote, University Police 
756-6656 
MEDIA ADVISORY:  FEATURE/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 
What: Railroad Accident Prevention Effort 
When: Friday, March 14, 2 p.m. 
Where: Intersection of California and Foothill in San Luis Obispo. Police Cars from nine jurisdictions will be 
lined up creating a visual at the rail crossing at that intersection. 
Why: To inform communities about railroad crossing safety in order to prevent accidents 
Who: Sponsored by the Atascadero Police Department, Atascadero State Hospital Police Department; 
California Highway Patrol, Grover Beach Police Department, Paso Robles Police Department, Pismo Beach 
Police Department, San Luis Obispo Police Department, University Police Department, and Union Pacific 
Railroad. 
Background: During the last five years there have been 15 railroad-related incidents in San Luis Obispo 
County. These have included fatalities, injuries and property damage. The police agencies of San Luis Obispo 
County would like to educate the communities in our area regarding railroad crossing safety. 
Officers from each jurisdiction will be available to answer questions at the event regarding general railroad 
crossing safety. They can also address specific concerns for their particular community. Terry Masters of the 
Union Pacific Railroad Police will be available also. 
During the following week (March 16-22), each police agency will be emphasizing the enforcement of 
railroad crossing violations within their jurisdictions. Each agency will also be working with various 
community groups and schools regarding train safety via educational efforts. 
The agencies involved hope the week-long education and enforcement effort will provide for greater safety 
for the residents of our communities. 
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